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T9 the Right Honourable 


'$. P E NC E R. 
Ear] of WiLMINGTON, 
Viſcount Pevenſey, Baron Wilmington, 


Lord Preſident of His Majzs T v's Moſt 
Honourable Privy-Council, and 


Knight of the moſt Noble Order of the Garter. 


T protitred by ſome, to flatter the 
Vanity of the Great, and, by this 
Incenſe of Adulation, to gain Fa- 
vour and Offerings to themſelves ; yet all 
muſt allow, that the true End and 9 5 of 
them is not only laudable but uſeful: And 


ul my Lokp, was doubtleſs to pay that 


A 2 | grateful 


— 2. — 
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. Dedication. 


grateful Tribute of Reſpet and Commenda- 
tion which is due to FIERY d Merit and 
Excellence, and thereby to incite otherg to 
an Imitation of it: For though virtuous and 
great Attainments ſhould be founded on more 
generous Principles than the Love of Praiſe, 


yet theſe, and theſe alone, have nee. 
oned T ro it, Y x kd 


Ur enim qguiſque ef#-1 inhxime bob particeps, 
1 ita 6] {audabilts maximè. RY _ Lig 


If this bo the Cate, 4 1 to be 
very careful in the Choice they make of Sub- 
jects for Panegyric, leſt on one Hand, they 
incur the odious Imputation of Flattery, and 
on the other, expoſe. thoſe whom they offici- 
ouſly thought to commend. And herein, my 
LorD, I have fo well ſucceeded, that who- 
ever has the Honour to know, You, will 
think it as difficult for me to ſay too much, 
as it is for others to deſerve. all that. may, 
with Juſtice, be ſaid of Vour Lordſhip. 

But it is not my Deſign here to write an 


Fncomium on the Earl of WII MIN Gro; 


to attempt that, would be, in Effect, to ſup- 
Poſe, either that the Fe Was not ſuffici- 
ent Y | 


The : DeprcATION: V 


_ ." 


ently acquainted with his Character; or that 
L could. dra it to Advantage but as the 
firſt would proclaim my Ignorance; ſo the 
latter would argue a vain Conceit of my own 
Abilities: Beſides, were I equal to the Task, 
this ſingle Reaſon would. diſſuade me from 
undertaking it, that. I mould male him ies? 
a monk him moſt ; | 


Nec enim minus * 7 e ef quid 
Aures .ejus pati poſſuut n guod vir- 
tutti bus aer. ; Plin. 


. 


; Thus, my Lonp, in reſpect to Vour Mo- 
deſty, I ſhould forbear even doing Juſtice to 
Your Merits, and chuſe rather to ſay leſs 
than You deſerve, than offend You by laying 
more than You defire to hear. 

But, to be quite ſilent on ſo copious a Sub- 
ject would be moſt unpardonable, as it muſt 
be allow'd extremely difficult to know where 
to begin or when to have done, where Choice 
is divided by ſo equal a Competition in every 


Part; For when I conſider Your Lordſhip's 


Character, I cannot but compare it to a State- 
1y Edifice of finiſh'd Work manſhip, too large 
to be taken i in at one View, and which, when 
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diſtinctly ſurvey'd, pleaſes moſt in that Part 
which laſt engages our Attention, where Pre- 
ference is puzzl'd amidſt Variety, becauſe the 
various Parts of it do all equally- contribute 
to the Beauty and Symmetry of the Whole, 
which is beſt deſcrib'd, by ſaying, that it is 


Your Lordſhip, whether in Your publick Ca- 
pacity ; as how unaffected the Courtier, how 
unbiaſs'd the Stateſman, how learned the Se- 
nator, how wiſe the Counſellor; or in Your 
private Life, where the Gentleman and Scho- 
lar ſo well combine to form the agreeable 
Companion, and theſe three unite in the ſin- 
cere Friend, we cannot but admire each fin- 
gle Quality, but moſt ofall to ſee them blend- 
ed together with ſuch ſocial Mixture in the 
Compoſition of a WILMINGTON. 

But theſe, my Lox, I only mention as 


Heads for a more able Pen to enlarge on, 
and ſhall content myſelf with obſerving (which 


is another Part of Your Lordſhip's Character) 
that You have acquitted Yourſelf in the Diſ- 
charge of the moſt important Offices of Ay- 


thority and Truſt, with the higheſt Abilities, 
and moſt approv'd Fidelity ; that Your Ho- 
nours, though due to Your Noble Birth and 


Qua- 
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The DRDIcAT ION. vii 

Quality, are the Appendages of yoũr Merit; 
and the Reward of Your publick Services ; 
and though they are ſome of the greateſt that 
a Sovereign can beſtow, yet we muſt grant 
them unequal to the Deſert of him that wears 
them, who rather ennobles than is ennobled 
by them, and outdoes the Generoſity of his 
Prinee by deſerving more than he can reward. 

There is ſtill one Part of Your Lordſhip's 
bee behind, which, as it crowns and 
gives a double Luſtre to the Whole, I muſt 
not paſs over in Silence, I mean the Chriſ- 
tian; Your Honours demand our Reſpect, 
Your other eminent Qualities deſerve our E- 
ſteem, but this engages our Love, and en- 
dears You to us. 

It is a melancholy Conſideration, that 
Greatneſs and Goodneſs ſhould not oftner 
meet together in the ſame Perſon, and that 
we ſhould have any Reaſon to think it a rare 
Example, and worthy of a particular menti- 
on, where we find them ſo conjoyn'd : But 
thus, my Lox, it is; and glad we are, if 
we can boaſt a few ſuch great Names as 
Your Lordſhip's to head our Sion againſt 
thoſe Armies of Infidelity and Profaneneſs 
which are the Offsprin g of the preſent 


Age. 
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Age. Example 8 has 7 ever been accolinted 
the moſt likely and ſucceſsful Method of res 
commending Religion to the World; but 
where it is render d conſpicuous by being ſeat= 
ed in an exalted Station, it has then a more 
extenſive good Influence, and carries a kind 

of Authority with it. 

We cannot then but form Feat ons of 
Succeſs from ſo Illuſtrious a Pattern as that 
of Your Lordſhip: With Pleaſure we behold 
Your firm Attachment to our” Conſtitution; 
Eccleſiaſtical as well as Civil; and ought 
to egpreſs our great Satisfaction to ſee at the 
Head of the Council ſo Able a Stateſman, ib 
True a Churchman, ſo Faithful a Miniſter to 
his Prince, and ſo Hearty a Friend of the 

People: 48 | 0 8 
That Your Lordſhip may long live a Shin- 
ing Example in each of theſe honourable and 
glorious Relations, is, or ought to be, the 

Prayer of every one that wiſhes well to our 
Religion and our Country; as it is of no one 

more ſincerely than 1. Kd 
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"Oban, | E Hartley. 


1 Chron. iv. 10. | 


Aud Jaber called on the God of lſrael, ſaying, 
Ob / that thou wouldjt bleſs nie indeed, and 
enlarge my Coaft, and that thine Haud might be 
with me, and that thou wouldft keep me from evil, 


that it may not grieve ms. And God granted him 
| rb at which he requeſted... 01-57. mw - 332.1 


Rs HO this Yahez was that put up this 
Prayer to God, as to his particular 
> Office and Character, is not ſpeci- 
1 fy'd, there not being, as far as I can 

fnd, any mention made of him in 

—_ Part. of the Sacred Hiſtory, ſave only in 
this Chapter, and here but in tlie eighth and 
ninth Verſes of it: That he was of the Tribe 
IF Wc. ; of 


" 
: 
. 
0 
" 
1 
;: 
Mo 
1 * 
17 
r 
N 
* 


* % * 4 
e 


* — — Dee nns 
r 


* 
1 
4 


” OY 
Ix 


2 be Pravan of Jabes. 
ol Fadalrappears from his having a Place among 


his Deſcendents; and probable it is, that he 
was the Head of a Family, and a Perſon of ſome 
Eminence and Diſtinction in his Tribe; for we 
read in the preceding Verſe, that he was more 
honourable than his Brethren, which may im- 
ply, either, that he was a martial Man, and fa- 
mous for his Exploits and warlike Deeds, or 
a Perſon of great Piety and Sanctity of Lite, 
and in conſequence thereof, honour'd of God 
with ſome 3 Mark of the Divine Favour; 
and this ſeems the more probable Conjecture of 
the two, on Account of the Inſtance of his De- 
votion recorded in the Text, and the Succeſs 
which attended it, for God granted bim thas 
which be requefted. If we may be allow'd to de- 
termine any Thing probable concerning the 
Time when he liv'd, it was moſt likely betwixt 
the Settling of the Children of I/rae]'in the 
Land of Promiſe, and the Commencement of 
their Form of Government by Judges. That 
he lived after the firſt Period of Time aſſign'd, 
is plain from the Words of his Prayer, Part of 
which is, that God would enlarge bis Coaſt, or that 
Family Eſtate which was the Portion of his In- 
heritance; which denotes, that the Children of 
 Ifrael were then in Poſſeſſion of Canaan, when, 
according to God's Appointment, the Land was 
to be divided amongſt them, as we read in the 


"Y 2 W of Numbers: And Je ſoall divide the 
5 Land 


The PravgR of Jabez. ; 


Land by Lot for an Inberitooce among your Fumi- 
lies, and to the more ye ſhall give the more Inberi- 
tance, and to the fewer ye ſball give the leſs Inberi- 
tance; every Man's Inberitance ſball be in the Place 
where bis Lot falleth; according to the Tribes of your 
Fathers ye ſball inherit. And that Fabez lived 
before the Time of the Fews being govern'd by 
Judges appears from hence, that Othniel the Son 
of Kenaz, who was the firſt Judge of I/rael, is 
mentioned after him as being a later Deſcendent 
of the Tribe of Judab. But theſe may ſeem ra- 
ther critical Enquiries than uſeful Truths; I 
ſhall not therefore longer inſiſt upon them, but 
proceed to conſider my Text, as it does afford 
us a uſeſul Leſſon on the Nature of Prayer, which 
1 ſhall briefly treat under theſe Four Heads: 


Firft, The Duty, 
| Secondly, The Object, 
a birdly, The Matter or Subject, and, | 
; Fourthly, The Efficacy of Prayer. 


To begin with the Firft That Prayer * a 
Duty we all owe to the Supreme Being, is a 
'Truth which does not need the Support of any 
Arguments drawn from Revelation; a Propoſi- 
tion ſo plain and undeniable, as not to want the 
Teſtimony either of the Old or New Teſtament 
to prove or confirm i it; the Voice of N ature does 
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wed Bong 3 it; and there never was any 
Nation ſo miſerably ſtupid and barbarous, as not 
to make Prayer and Supplication an eſſential Part 

of their Religious Worſhi p, whatever miſtaken 
Notions they might have concerning the Object 


of it. Pius, a famous Heathen, Writer; begins 


one of his Books with this memorable Exor- 
dium; It was the wiſe and laudable Cuſtom 
of oe Anceſtors; to begin all their Undertak- 
40 ings with: Prayer to the immortal | Gods, as 
being perſuaded, that without' their Guidance 


and Help, they could not hope for Succeſs | 


upon tlieir Endęavours. Now. if Heathens 
theſnſelves, under thoſe imperfect Scant lings of 
Knowledge; thoſe Glimmerings of Light which 
Nature afforded them, thought it their indiſpen- 
ſible Duty to addreſs themſelves to their ſuppoſ- 
ed Deities-for their Suecour and Protection; 
under how much greater Obligations lies the 
Chriſtian, 'to offer up his Prayers and Petitions to 
the True e who has vouchſafed him ſo much 
clearer Manifeſtations of Himſelf, and by ſuch 
miraculous Methods diſplay'd both his Power and 
Goodneſs in the Care ant} Preſeryation of his im- 
mortal Soul; But Why need I urge any, Motives 
of Gratitude for our honouring God with our 
Leer Praiſes ? ſceing our reh e and 
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N ecollitics make all Performances of this Kind to 
be our Intereſt as well as Duty. We ate inſuffi- 
cient of ourſelves to help flies and ſo wholly 
dependent are we on Almighty God, that were 
he but to intermit his Act of, Preſervation of us, 
we ſhould return to our. primitive nothing, and 
all e our. Thoughts would periſh; for in Him we 
live and move and habe our Being. And as the 
Concurrence of his Will is Bedey to our Ex- 
iſtence, ſo do we in all our Affairs need the Di- 


rection, ance, and Bleſſing of our Lord, 


which he has graciouſly promiſed to give us, on 
Condition. that we apply to him in Faith and 


fervent Prayer 4; but if we will not ask, we muſt 


not expect to obtain; if we will not ſeek, we 
muff not hope to find: For though our good and 
gracious God is nigh unto all them that call upon 
im, and ready to beſtow upon his Children ſueh 
good Things as are needful for them, yet he will 
not obtrudè and force his Benefits upon us : It 
we are ſo proud; and ſelf-ſufficient in our own 
Eyes, as to think it beneath us to ſtand indebted 
to him, or that we can do without him, ſaying, 
in the Words of the 'ungodly, V bo is the Lord 
that we ſhould obey him; or the Almighty that we 


ſhould call upon him ? If, I fay, we are reſolvd 


to live as without God in che World, as if we 
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8 e it; and there never was » any 
Nation ſo miſerably pid and barbarous, as not 
to make Prayer and Supplication an eſſential Part 
of their Religious Worſhi p, whatever miſtaken 
Notions tlie y might have concerning the Object 
of it. Pins, a famous Heathen, Writer; begins 
one of his Books with this memorable. Exor- 
dium; It was the wiſe and laudable Cuſtom 
„ of Os Anceſtors, to begin all their Undertak- 
«-jngs with Prayer to the immortal Gods, as 
* being perſuaded, that without their Guidance 
and Help, they could not hope for Succeſs 
* upon tlieir Endęavours. “ :;Now if Heathens 
theinſctves,” under thoſe imperfect Scant lings of 
Knowledge; thoſe Glimmerings of Light which 
Nature afforded them, thought it their indiſpen- 
ſible Duty to addreſs themſelves to their ſuppoſ- 
ed Deities-for their Suecour and Protection; 
under how much greater Obligations lies the 
Chriſtian, to offer up his Prayers and Petitions to 
the True Gol who has vouchſafed him ſo much 
clearer Manifeſtations of Himſelf, and by ſuch 
miraculous Methods diſplay'd both his Power and 
:Goodnefs in the Care ant} Preſeryation of his im- 
mortal Soul But hy need I urge any, Motives 
of Gratitude for our honouring God with our 
Prayers or mw. * ſeeing our en Needs and 
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Feceffties make all Performances of this Kind ts 
be our, Intereſt as well as Duty. We are infuffi- 
cient of ourſelves to help irfeves: and fo wholly 
dependent are we on Almighty God, that were 
he but to intermit his Act of, Preſervation of us, 
we ſhould: return to our. primitive nothing, and 
all. c our. Thoughts would periſh, for in Him we 
live and move and babe our Being *. And as the 
Concurrence of his Will is Bedey to our Ex- 


iſtence, ſo do we in all our Affairs need the Di- 


rection, iſtance, and Bleſſing of our Lord, 
which he has graciouſly promiſed to give us, on 
Condition that we apply to him in Faith and 

fervent Prayer +; but if we will not ask, we muſt 
not expect to obtain; if we will not ſeek, we 
muff not hope to find: For though our good and 
gracious God is nigh unto all them that call upon 
kim, and ready to beſtow upon his Children ſuch 
good Things as are needful for them, yet he will 


not obtrude, and force his Benefits upon us: If 


we are 10 proud; and ſelf-ſufficient in 'our own 
Eyes, as to think it beneath us to ſtand indebted 
to him, or that we can do without him, ſaying, 
in the Words of the ungbdly, V bo is the Lord 
that we ſbould obey bim, or tbe Almighty that we 

ould call upon him ? If, I ſay, we are reſoly'd 
to live as without God in the World, as if we 
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- The PrarER of Jabez. 
had nothing to ask of him, or to fear from him, 
what can we expect but that he will leave us to 


ourſelyes, that his Providence ' will deſert its 


Charge, and his Holy Spirit depart from us? 


And p41 ſuch a Dereliction, what will be the 


Conſequence but that we periſh through our own 
vain Imaginations, and fall a juſt Sacrifice to our 
ſinful Preſamption ? And as the Fall of ſuch a 
one will be deſerved, ſo will it be unpitied : 7 be 
Righteous ſhall ſee it and fear, and ſball laugh him 
to Scorn. Lo, this is the Man that took not God 


for his Strength, but truſted unto the Multitude f 


his Riches, and firengthen'd bimſelf in his Wicke 
neſs *, O conſider this, ye that forget God, leſt be 
pluck you away, and there be none to deliver you f. 


But, Secondly, As Prayer is a Duty neceſſarily 
reſulting from the Conſtitution of our Nature, 
as being weak indigent Creatures, who ſtand in 
need of many Things which all our Wiſdom and 
Power cannot procure for us, and expos'd to 
many Evils and Dangers which all our Caution 
and Circumſpection cannot ſecure us from, ſo is 
it no leſs our Duty to make God alone the Ob- 
ject of our Prayers, ſince he has, upon number- 
leſs Accounts, the ſole and undoubted Right 
both to this and all other Parts UF our Religious 
Worſhip. 


„„ 
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The PRArER of Jabez. 7 
We are told in the Text: That Jabet prayed 
wuto the God of Iſrael: Which Expreſſion, by 
the Way, does not import, as tho there were 
any other God beſides the God of T/rae! ; for 
thoſe whom the Heathens worſhipped, being 
Wood and Stone and the Work of Mens Hands, 
were really and truly no Gods; nor does it yet 
imply that the God of 1/rae! was not the God of 
all other People and Nations, for he was not on- 
ly the God of the Fews but alſo of the Gentiles. 
He is the univerſal Lord, and Father of the 
World, and the ſole Author and Giver of all 
good Things; but the Children of T/ae} being 
at that Time the only Church of God, and 
thoſe to whom he bore a peculiar Relation, as 
having choſen them to be a ſpecial People unto him- 
ſelf, above all People that were upon! the Face of the 
Earth; promis'd to make them high above all 
Nations in Praiſe, and in Name, and in Honour +; 


and having, by many ſignal Demonſtrations of 
Favour and Mercy, confirm'd to them 'the Per- 


formance of his Covenant and Promiſe, he is up- 
on theſe Accounts called in Scripture the God 
of T/radl, an Appellation which ought to fix in 
| our Minds the Remembrance of his infinite Powe - 
er and Goodneſs ſo remarkably diſplay'd in the 
Deliverance and Preſervation of that ro as 
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alſo in thoſe ineſtimable Bleſſings ;convey'd. thro 

them to all future Generations in the Perſon of 
the Meſtub, and that better Covenant of which 
he was the Author and Mediator, By this Ex- 
preſſion then, that Jaberz. prayed to the God of i 
rael, we, are to underſtand, that abe x Was. 4 
Worſhipper of the True God, and did wifely 


as well as piouſly direct his Petitions, t. to him, who 
was alone capable of hearing and crowning them 


with Succeſs, and not one of thoſe rebellious 
Vraelites who; were infected with the Cuſtoms of 
the Nations among whom they ſojourn'd, and 


had given themſelves up to the Abomination of 


Idolatry: For however firange it may ſeem, that 


a People ſo highly favour' d of God as the Jews 


were, and providentially preſery'd and ſupported 


by a continu'd Series of Miracles for ſo long a 


Time, ſhould be fo unmindful of the wonderful 
Blefſings and Deliverances they had receiv'd from 
his Hand, ſo forgetful of all his Benefits, as to 


renounce oth Ties of - Gratitude and Obedience 
to their ſo; gracious Benefactor, I ſay, however 


ſtrange and unaccountable ſuch a Conduct may 


ſeem, yet it is no leſs true and certain that they 


did ſo; for no ſooner had God planted them in 
tlie Fand of Canaan, and driven out the Heathen 
from before them, {for they gat not the Land in 


Poſſeon through their own Sword, neither was it 
— their 


* 
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their own Arm that helped them) * but as we tead 
in the 2d Chapter of Judges, they forſook the 
Lori God of their Fathers, which brought them out 
of the Land of Egypt, and followed other Gods, of 
the Gods of the People that were round about them, 
and bowed themſelves unto them, and ſerved Baal 
and Aſhtaroth, and provoked the Lord to Anger . 

But to purſue this Point: That God alone is 
to be made the Object of our Prayers, appears 
from his divine Nature and Attributes. It is a 
Piece of Juſtice generally acknowledg'd, that all 
Beings ſhould have a Regard pay'd to them, in 
Proportion to the Dignity of their Nature, the 
Benefits for whicly we are beholden to them, and 


5 


the Juriſdiction they have over us: Now God 


Almighty does eminently challenge our Adora- 
tion upon all theſe Accounts. 


Fir, As he is a God of infinite Perſections, 
Everlaſting, without Beginning and without 
End; Omnipreſent, or that fills every Part of 


Space; Omniſcient, or that knows all Things; 


and Omni potent, or that can do all Things: 
Theſe Attributes, we know, are eſſentially inhe- 
rent in him, and in him alone, and incommuni- 
cable to any other Being whatever. 


* 
* - 9 * . * 
» ">. * 
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Secondly, As he is our greateſt Friend and 
Bene ſactor: Our Lives and Beings are the free 
Gift of his Goodneſs; and whatever ſerves to the 


Neceſſities, Support, or Comfort of them, flows 


from the inexhauſtible Fountain of his Bounty: 
But above all, his ineſtimable Love in the Re- 
demption of the World by our Lord Fe/us Chriſt, 
is ſuch an amazing Inſtance of his Mercy and 
tender Compaſſion towards us, as makes our ve- 
ry beſt Performances of Homage 'and Devotion 
fall infinitely ſhort of the Bleſſings he has therein 
conferr'd upon us, and is abundantly ſufficient 
to raiſe our Affections to the higheſt Pitch of 
Divine Love; bleſſing God, and ſaying, in the 
Words of holy David, praiſe the Lord, O my Soul, 
and all that is within me praiſe his holy Name ; 
praiſe the Lord, O my Soul, aud forget not all his 
Benefits. * But if neither of theſe Motives is of 
Weight enough to engage us to offer up our 
Prayers and Praiſes to ſo great and good a God 


as Our God, ture, 


Thirdly, The Conſideration of his Authority 
and Juriſdiction will awe us into a Senſe of this 


Duty; for he has an abſolute Right and Pro- 


perty in us, founded on nothing leſs than the 


* Pſalm cili. 1, 2. 


Ac 
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Act of Creation; and his Power can and will as 
evidently Jrmocftrats itſelf in our Deſtruction, 
if we deny him the Honour due unto his Name. 
The firſt Commandment which God gave to the 
Children of 1/ract by Moſes was, that they ſhould 
have no other Gods but him, that is, that they 
ſhould not pray or pay religious Worſhip to any 
Being, or the Repreſentation of any Being, but to 
him only; and to guard them as much as poſſi- 
ble againſt the Sin of Idolatry, they were forbid 
to repreſent the Divine Majeſty under any Sym- 
bol, Emblem, or Reſemblance whatever. Take 
heed unto yourſelves { for ye ſaw no Manner of Simi- 
litude in the Day that the Lord ſpake unts you in 
Horeb, cut of the midſt of the Fire} left ye corrupt 
younſelves, and make you a graven Image, the Simi- 
litude of any Figure, the Likeneſs of Male or Fe- 
male. What ſhall we ſay then of thoſe abomi- 
nable Practices of the Church of Rome, ot kneel- 
ing, praying, and even proſtrating themſelves be- 
fore Images, and of offering up Incenſe and Gifts 
to them; or what can be conſtru'd greater Diſo- 
bedience to the expreſs Command of God, than 
ſuch a Worſhip as this? Nor will it avail them 
to ſay, that their Worſhip does not terminate in 


the Image, but in the Perſon it repreſents, for 


thus. much the very Heathens had to plead in 


n — 
— — —  M__ 


— 


* Deut, iv, 15, 16. 
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Defence of Idol Worſhip, ſince the moſt igno- 
rant of them could never be ſo ſottiſh and ſtupid 
as to ſuppoſe that Wood and Stone were the 
very Gods whoſe Favours they implor'd, and 
Hoſe Anger they deprecated. But it may be 
ſaid, that the Caſe is very different, for that 


the Heathens worſhipped Tmages of falſe Gods, 
whereas the Romans worſhip the Image of the 


true one. To which be it reply'd, that though 
the Caſe is different in that Circumſtance, yet 
the Sin 1s as great, becauſe God Almighty has 
as expreſly forbid the worſhipping of any Image, 
even that of the True God, in the Second Com- 
mandment, as he has forbid the worſhipping more 
ods" than One in the Firſt Commandment; ſo 
that let them pretend what they will, Idol-Wors 
ſhip will ſtill be Idolatry, and we Wow that Ido- 
latry is Diſobedience to God's C Gram. I cannot 
here paſs by another Article of Accuſation which 
the Romaniſts ſtand juſtly charg'd with, no leſs 
derogatory to. the Honour of God, and contrary 
ro the Senſe and Purport of the Goſpel than the 
former, I mean, their invocating and praying to 
the Virgin Mary and Saints departed, thereby 
admitting -other Beings into a Partnerſhip of 
MWorſhip with the Divine Majeſty, and paying 
that Adoration to the Creature Which is only due 
to the Creator z a Pr actice, which, as it is nei- 
[ ther ſupported by Reaſon, nor Eb by any 
i geleert Authority, ſo is it contrary to the Com- 
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mand of God, and to the Doctrine, and eon- 
ftant Uſage of the primitive Church, all which 
do concur in appropriating Raligious Worſhip 
to God alone. When St. Joby, through exceſ- 
ſive Fear and Aſtoniſhment, fell down at the 
Angel's Feet to worſhip him, he was forbid in 
the following Manner: Ses thou do it not, ſays he, 


J am thy fellow Servant, and of thy Brethren, that 
have the Teftimony of Jeſus - Worſhip G. And 
ſure we may be, that if the Saints and holy An- 
gels in "Efeaven are conſcious of thoſe fulſome 
Proftitutions of Homage which are paid them by 
ſome Men here on Earth, they do reje& them 
with Abhorrence and Deteftation, and with a 
Sort of Reſentment hear their Names made ac- 
ceſſary to the Profanation of one of the moſt ſa- 
cred Offices of Religion: Nor is the invocating 
Saints and Angels, and thereby aſcribing Divine 
Honour to them, a Practice morè impious than 
it is fooliſh and ridiculous; for as we cannot be 
ſure that they do hear us, ſo neither, if they do, 
can we be ſure that it is in their Power to give 
us what we pray for: This however is certain, 

that as they cannot ſee into the Diſpoſition of 
the Mind, and the ſecret Purpoſe of the Heart, 

{for this Fe a Prerogative peculiar to God) ſo con- 
ſequently they muſt be very incompetent Judges 
of the reſpective Merits and Demerits of their 
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Supplicants, and ' alſo whether the Succeſs of 
their Prayers wou'd, in the End, prove a Bleſſing 
or a Curſe. It is alledged, indeed, by thoſe of 
that Communion IL am ſpeaking of, that their 
Invocation of Saints and Angels, and Prayers to 


them, are only defign'd to conciliate their In- 


tereſt and Interceſſion with God for them, and 
that this inſtead of being charg'd upon them as 
an Infringement of his Honour, and a Violation of 
his Command, ought rather to be: accounted an 
Argument of their great Humility, proceeding 
from a Senſe of their Unworthyneſs to addreſs the 
tremendous Majeſty of Heaven with their imme- 
diate Supplications. But however plauſible this 
Pretence may ſeem, it will in no wiſe ſerve their 
Turn, or rectify the Obliquity of ſuch a Pro- 
cceding : Let us hear what St. Paul lays of 'this 
Matter to the Colofſians, to whom he gives the 
following Caution: Let no Man beguile you of. your 
Reward in a voluntary Humility, and worſhipping of 
Angels, intruding into thoſe Things which be bath 
not een, vainly puft 45 by bis fleſbly Mind; and 
not holding the Head * Now what can be more 
clear and expreſs againſt the Practice we are ſpeak- 


ing of than theſe Words? wherein the Apoſtle 


ſty les it, a voluntary Humility, i. e. ſuch a one as 
is no where commanded or expected of us, but 
of ur on putting on; and not only ſo, but he 


— 
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alſo ſhews the fatal Conſequence of it, which he 


declares to be nothing leſs than the robbing us 
of our Reward, that Reward which is promis'd to 
our Chriſtian Obedience and Worſhip of God in 
the Manner he has commanded : He calls thoſe 
Men which do ſuch Things (meaning the Gy 
tics, in all Probability, who maintain'd ſeveral 
Doctrines relating to the Nature and Worſhip 
of Angels) Intruders into thoſe Things which they 
have not ſeen, i. e. prying, ſearching into, and 
pronouncing of Matters concerning which they 
have had no Revelation or Knowledge: He fays 
of them, that they were vain, vainly puffed up 
by their fleſbly Mind; i. e. that notwithſtanding 
their Pretence and Shew of Humility, which was 
but feigned, they pleas'd and prided themſelves 
in theſe their fooliſh Imaginations, and only bor- 
row'd the Cloak of Humility, to make them- 
ſelves appear more wiſe and holy than others, as 
was the Cuſtom of the Phariſees. And, laſtly, 
St. Paul calls this Practice a not holding the Head, 
i. e. that thoſe who follow d Angel-W orthip, did 
in a Manner diſclaim Chrift, who, as he is the 
Head of the Church, and the Fountain of all 
heavenly Graces, has an undoubted Right to our 


immediate Service, and does expect that we 


ſhould apply to him in Perſon : Hence J think 
it is very plain, that ſuch a voluntary Humility as 
the Gnoftics of old, and the Roman Catholicks at 
this Day pretend to, cannot be admitted as an 
; Excuſe 
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Excuſt for a Doctrine and Practice which ſtands 
forbidden and condemn'd by God himfelf: Nor 


yet can any Unworthyneſs i in ourſelves be pleaded 


as a Juſtification in this Matter; for though we 
arc unworthy to offer up our Petitions to God Al- 
mighty, and unworthy. to have them anſwer'd, 
yet as he is pleas d to accept our imperfect De- 
votions, and not only ſo, but commanded us to 
apply. ourſelves directly to him in all our Wants 

and Needs, it is not only an Act of Diſobedience 


in us not to do i it, but defeating the gracious Pur- 


poſes of his Mercy towards us, who has ſaid, 
Call upon me in the Time of 2 /o will ] hear 


thee, aud thou ſhalt Praiſe me. And holy David 


aſſures us, that the Lord is nigh unto all them that 
call upon him, yea all ſuch as call upon him faiths 
fully; be will fulfil the Deſire of them that fear 
him, be alſo will hear their Cry and will help them . 
And our Bleſſed Saviour has in more Places than 
one promis d us, that whatſoe ver we ſhall ask of 
the Father in his Name, and with proper Qua- 
lifications, it ſhall be given us. But farther; to 
make Saints and Angels our Advocates and Me- 
diators, and to pray to them to pray to God for 
us, is offering an Affront to the Son of God, 
who, as Mediator betwixt God and Man, has 
undertaken to make Interceſſion for us, and to 


— 
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plead his Merits in our behalf, for the obtain- 
ing 'thoſe Bleffings and Metcits which we ſtand 
in need of; To court therefore the Mediation 
of Saints and Angels is in Effect to fuppoſe eil 
tlier that Chriſt is unwilling to em ploy his for 
us, of that it is infufficlent of itlelf, in Contradic- 
tion to the expreſs Teſtimony of Scripture, which 
tells us, Ee 2 is both able and willing 70 ſave 
them 4% the utteFnoft” that come unto God by bin, 88 
fering be ever libeth to make Interceſſjon for them. 

Let what has been ſaid ſuffice to ſhew the Imi 
plet and Abſurdity of the Practice of the Church 
of Rome in this Particular, and to make us hold 
in utter Deteſtation a Doctrine, as well repug- 
nant to the reveal'd Will of God, as to the beſt 


Reaſon of Mankind, and the conſtant Uſage of 
| the Primitive Church. 


Come we, Thirdly, to the Matter or Subject 
of Prayer. And this takes in a very large Scope, 
even every Thing that is neceſſary to the Sup- 
port and Comfort of our Lives; all that our 
Wants, either ſpiritual or temporal, may crave, 
and, in ſhort, whatever is needful, both for our 
Wits and Bodies. And this naturally leads me 
to conſider the particular Prayer of Jabes in the 
Text, which divides itſelf into three Tetätem 
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"Poſt, "That God would enlarge his Craft, o or in- 
creaſe his Portion of Land, for the better Main- 
tenance and Support of bimſelf and his Family, 
which probably might be very numerous, and 
that Diviſion of Ground which fell to his Lot, 
too ſcanty a Proviſion for them. 

To requeſt at God's Hand thoſe Things which 
are neceſſary or convenient for ourſelves, and 
thoſe that depend upon us, is not only allowable 
but our bounden Duty; and however we are for- 


bid in Scripture to forecaſt for the Morrow, and 


to take any Thought about what we ſball eat, or 
drink, or wherewithal we ſhall be cloathed, yet no 


more is or can be meant by theſe and the like 


Expreſſions, than an over Fondneſs and Sollici- 
tude for the Things of this Life, and attending 
to our temporal Wants above Meaſure, whilſt we 
neglect thoſe higher ones of a ſpiritual Nature, 
and which ought to be our firſt and more imme- 


diate Concern ; but that we are not- to be quite 


careleſs about the former, nor to exclude them 
from all Share in our Prayers, is plain from the 


Command of our Bleſſed Saviour, who, in the 


Prayer which he himſelf hath taught us, directs 


us to petition for our daily Bread, by which we 


mean a competent Proviſion of all thoſe Neceſ- 
ſaries which our Nature requires. Nor did St. 
Paul ſo interpret the foregoing Expreſſions, as 
if they were defign'd to ſuperſede the Neceſſity 


of o our own Endeaygurs to procure them, for he 


wrought 
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wrought with his Hands to ſupply his Wants, 
and to keep himſelf from becoming chargeable 
to the Church, not preſumptuouſly relying on a 
miraculous Interpoſition of God's Power for thoſe 
Succours which were attainable in the ordinary 
Courſe of his Providence, by his own Care and 
Induſtry : Much leſs are we to expect that God 
Almighty ſhould feed us as he did the Iſraelites 
in the Wilderneſs, or Elijah by the Brook; this 
would be tempting God in a very criminal Man- 
ner; for as, on the one Hand, we are not to 
diſtruſt his Mercy and Goodneſs, ſo neither are 
we, on the other, to preſume on his Providence 
to the Neglect of ſuch natural Means, and pru- 
dential Methods as might of themfelves anſwer 
the Purpoſes of our Preſervation and Well-being. 
Thus much then is only requir'd of us, that we 
ſuffer not temporal Concerns to take full Poſſeſ- 
fion of our Minds to the Excluſion of ſuch as 
are of a more exccllent Nature ; that we do not 
ſo buſy ourſelves about many Things, as to for- 
get the one Thing needful; and, in a Word, 
that we be not over-intent and anxious in making 
Proviſion for the Fleſh, and at the ſame Time 
quite regardleſs as to what ſhall become of our 
precious and immortal Souls. : 

The Second Petition which Fabez offers up to 
Almighty God is, that his Hand might be with 
bim, or that he would take him under his Gui- 
dance and DireQion, and proſper his Endea- 

T5 | D 2 1 19 yours 
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vours to a happy and ſucceſsful Iſſue. A true 
Portrait this of an humble and devout Soul, 
breathing out its pious Acknowledgment of the 
divine Power and Wiſdom, and commending 
itſelf and its Aﬀairs to the Hands of God and 
his good Providence, agrecably to the Advice of 
the wiſe Man: Acknowledge the Lord in all thy 
Mays and be ſpall dire thy Paths. How con- 
trary to this is that ſelf Ganfldence we ſee in 
moſt Men, that preſumptuous relying on them- 
ſelyes and their own Abilities in the Proſecution 
of their Affairs, as if the Race was always to 
the Swift and the Battle to the Strong, not 
conſidering, that it is God who putteth down 
one, aud :fttteth up another ꝙ; and that he bath 
choſen the fooliſh Things of the World to confound the 
Wiſe, and the weak Things of the World to confound 
the Things which are Mighty, that no Fleſb ſhould 
glory iu bis Preſence g. When we ſee the Gene- 
rality of Men ſo bulily employ'd in projecting | 
for Years yet to come, and laying down Schemes | 
whoſe Accompliſhment or oyerthrow lies con- 
_ceaFd withm the dark Womb of Futurity, and 
all this without once thinking upon God, in 
whoſe Hand is dur Breath, and whoſe ave all our 
Ways ||; 1 ſay, when we ſee Men engag d in 
eh n as NO war ec Gogh «Loſe 
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The PRAxER of Jabez.' 21 
of Life, and had an authentick Copy of their 
appointed Time, can we forbear applying thoſe 
Words of St. James, which he directs to ſuch 
confident Projectors? Go to now, ye that | ſay, to 
Day or to Morrow we will go into ſuch a City, aud 
continue there @ Year, aud buy and ſell, aud get 
Gain, & c. For that ye ought to ſay, if tbe Lord 
will we ſball live, and do this or that. We 
may plot and forecaſt, and build up great Ex- 
pectations upon the vain Conceit of our own 
Wiſdom, and fancy'd Sufficiency ; but we ſhould 
do well to conſider, that the Way of Man is not 
in bimſelf, it is not in Man that walketh to direct 
his Steps Þ aright ; and that, as the Wiſe Man 
ſays, the Heart of Man deviſeth its Way, yet the 
Lord directeth his Steps h. Would we but with 
pious Fabes: reflect upon our own Inſufficiency, 
_ truſting in the God of Heaven and not in the 
Arm of Fleſb; would we but conſult him in all 
our Undertakings, and put ourſelves under his 
Conduct and Protection; what Bleſſings might 
we not expect upon the Works of our Hands! 
what Comfort and Support under the worſt of 
Difficulties and —— knowing that 
whether our Purſuits have - ſucceeded to our 
Wiſhes or not, yet whatever befalls us, will in 
the End be for the beft ; being aſſur d, that all 
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22 The PraveR' of Jabez. 
5 Things work together for good to them that love © 
God But if we will ſet the Lord of Heaven 
at Defiance, neither courting his Favour, nor 
A fearing his Diſpleaſure; if we will ſacrifice to our 
1 own Net, and ſay in the Words of the ungodly, 
| my Power and the Might of my Hand bath gotten 
me this, or ſhall get it for me; then muſt we ex- 
pect that God will oppoſe us in our ſeveral Pre- 
tenſions, and that he who is a jealous God, jea- 
1 lous of his Honour and his Name, will ſeverely 
1 animadvert upon ſuch bold Contemners of it, 
4 and that our Neglect of his Mercy, Contempt 
ol his Power, and Diſregard of his Friendſhip, 
1'F will whet the Sword of his Juſtice with double 
LTeenneſs to cut off all ſuch Rebels to his Go- 5 
vernment. | 3 
' The Third Petition which Jabex offers up to f 
F God in this Prayer is, that he would keep him from 
Evil, that it might not grieve him. By Evil here 
| is meant any Calamity or Affliction, which, in 
5 the ordinary Diſpenſations of God's Providence, 
may often fall to the Lot of the Good as well 
| as the Bad, alike to the Righteous and the Sin- 
. ner, though for diſſerent Ends and Purpoſes. 
1 Now it was not the Requeſt of the good Man 
"| in the Text, that God Almighty would be ſo 
partial in his Favour, as to exempt him from all 


— 
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Share of Trouble and Affliction, that he would, 
as it were, make 4 Hedge about him, to fence him 
againſt all Loſſes or Croſſes of any Kind hat- 
ever: This would be a Prayer in no wiſe proper 

to be made to God, who does ſometimes, for 

our good, viſit us with his Fatherly Corrections, 

either for the Tryal of our Patience, and to per- 

fe. us through Sufferings, or for an Example to 
others, or ſome other wiſe and good Reaſons ; 
nay, we are told, that his paternal Caſtigation of 

good Men is an Argument of his Love and Af- 

fection for: them, for whom the Lord loueth he 
chaſtneth, and correcteth every Son whom he re- 
cieveth * : But Fabez prays unto God, that he 
would keep him from Evil, that it might not grieve 

Bim, i. e. that whatever Misfortunes or Troubles 
ſhould befall him, they might not ſo far afflict 

him, as to overwhelm him, to drive him into 

Deſpair, or put him upon caſting any unworthy 

Reflections upon God and his Providence; he 
begs of God to enable him to go through what- 

ever Tryals he might lay him under, with Cou- 
rage and Conſtancy; that, like Fob, he might 

preſerve; his Integrity to the laſt, or that, like 
St. Paul, though troubled on every Side, he might 
not be diflreſſed; though perplexed, yet not in Deſ- 
pair; though per/ecuted, not forſaken; though caſt 
down, yet not deſtroyed. 'This is the Meaning of 


* 


* Hebrews xii. 6. 
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the pious Ejaculation which he ſends up to Heas 
ven, ſetting us an Example highly deſerving our 


Imitation: Would we, when under the Rofl of 
Affliction, thus apply ourſelves to God for the 


Succour of his Grace to ſtrengthen and ſupport 
us under it, we ſhould ſurely find a ſucceſsful 
Event of our Devotions, and; amidſt the ſoreft 
Diftreſſes of the preſent Seaſon, (under the gras 
cious Influence of his bleſſed Spirit) enjoy great 
Peace and Serenity of Mind, and be able to ſay, 
in the Words of the Pſalmiſt, In the Multitude f 
the Sorrows that I bad in my Heart, thy Comforts 
have refreſhed my Sout*. We ſhould not then, as 
we generally.do, murmur and repine' at God's 
Adminiſtration of Affairs, when any Thing hap- 
pens to croſs our Expectations or Deſires, think- 
ing ourſelves hardly dealt with, and crying out 
in the Words of the Prophet, Behold and ſee; if 
there be any Sorrow like unto my Sorrow + / We 
ſhould not then queſtion God's Vigilance or his 
Goodneſs, ſaying, up Lord, why ſleepeſt thou q ? 
or, hath God forgotten to be gracious, and will he 
ſhut up bis Joving-kindneſs in Diſpleaſure || © But 
we ſhould acquit the Lord of all untighte- 

ous Dealing, acknowledging, that, Fuftice and 
Judgment are the Habitation of his Seat +, ſaying, 
thy Way, O God is Holy **; and confeſſing, that 
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he hath puniſhed us leſs than our Iniquities ow 
deſerved * : Or elſe with Patience and Reſign 
tion of les to his divine Will and Pleafare, 
feaſt on that comfortable Perſuaſion of the Apoſ- 
tle ; Our light Aftifion which is but for a Moment, 
worketh for us à far more exceeding and eternal 
Weight of Glory; while we look not at the Things 
which are feen, but at the Things which are not 
ſeen ;, for the Things which are ſeen are temporal, 
but the Things which are not ſeen are Eternal F. 


I come, Fourtbly, t 99 ſay ſomething on the Ef- 
ficacy of Prayer, which was the laſt Thing to 
be conſider d. It is ſaid in the Concluſion of 
the Text, that God granted him that which be re- 
 queſted. That Jales was a good Man, and had 
that proper Diſpoſition of Mind, and Purity of 
Heart, with all other inward Qualifications ne- 
. to render his Prayer an acceptable Sacri- 
fice unto God, we have before ſhe w d by proba- 
ble Argument; and, indeed, were we lead into 
this Conjecture by nothing more than the Succefs 
of his Prayer, this of itſelf would be amply ſuf- 
ficient to warrant ſo favourable a Suppolition ; for 
we are told, that the Prayer of the Wicked is an 
. to the Lord ; but that his Ears are 


open to the Prayers hs * Ri 1 | We have 
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farther ſcen, that the Prayer (itſelf is perfect in 
both the effential Requiſites of Prayer ; in the 
Object of it, for he prayed unto the God of Iſrael, 
or True God; and in the Subject, or Matter of it, 
for he prayed for thoſe Things which we are 
not only allow'd but commanded to pray for : 
Well then might we expect to read in the Se- 
quel, that he found Favour in the Sight of God, 
and obtained hat which he requeſted. 
Hence then may we derive Encouragement to 
expect Succeſs upon our Petitions and Devoti- 
ons, if they procced from a Heart rightly in- 
flam'd with a true Love and Affection for him 
to whom it is our Duty to pay them, if they be 
attended with that Sincerity of Mind, and Holy- 
neſs of Life, without which no May "all ſee the 
Lord; yea, with double Confidence may we of- 
fer up our Prayers and Supplications to the 
Throne of Grace, and with double Aſſurance 
expect God's Bleſſing upon them, who have no 
leſs Mediator than the Son of God to back them, 
and to join his Merits and en along with 
them. 

Me read of mauy Inſtances in the Old Teſ- 
tament, of the wonderful Prevalence of Prayer, 
whether in conciliating the divine Favour, or 
averting his Anger; in procuring Bleſſings or 
eſcaping Curſes; in ſaving or deſtroying; in 
calling down Judgments from Heaven on the 
Heads of wicked Offenders, or in ſtaying the 
| uplifted 
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uplifted Arm of God, when ready to hurl. 
down Vengeance upon them: Nor are the Pray- 
ers of the Faithful, in the Name, and under the 
Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, leſs powerful now than 
they were under the Law; nay, the Advantage 
is eminently on our Side : They could ſeldom. 
obtain more by Prayer than ſome temporal Bleſ- 
ſings or Deliverances, but we can obtain Spirt- 
tual and Eternal ones: They, by Virtue thereof, 
could conquer their Enemies to get Poſſeſſion 
of an earthly Kingdom ; we, thoſe that War 
againſt the Soul, to inherit a Celeſtial one. 
Did Moſes, by praying to God, fetch down 
Manna from Heaven, to feed the Vraelites in 
the Wilderneſs * We, by doing the ſame, can 
repaſt our immortal Souls with the Bread of 
Life : Did he make Water ſpring from the ſolid 
Rock to quench their Thirſt ? We can draw 
at the Fountain of Living Water, to quench 
the Heat of Sin. Did Joſbua, by Prayer, ob- 
tain that the Sun might ſtand ſtill? We, by the 
ſame, can prevail with the Son of God to ſtand 
our Friend, and plead our Cauſe at the Bar of 
Heaven. Did Sampfon, by Prayer to God, ſlay 
thouſands of the Philiſtiues? We, in like Man- 
ner, can bring under Subjection thoſe Luſts and 
Paſſions which are our dittereſt Enemies, and 
are continually plotting our Deſtruction. Did 
Elijab, by the Power of Prayer, call down Fire 
from Heaven to conſume the Meſſengers of Aba- 

bo. E 2 Siah ? 
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ziah ? We, by the ſame efficacious Means, can 
bring down the Holy Ghoſt into our Hearts to 
enlighten our Underſtandings, and inflame our 
Affections with an ardent Love of God. Did the 
Ninevites, by Prayer and Faſting, reſpite the De- 
ſtruction which was denounc'd againſt them? 
Thus may we propitiate the offended Deity, and 
flee from the Wrath to come. Were Shadrach, Me- 
ſbach, and Abednego preſerv'd by Prayer to the 
True God in the midſt of the fiery Furnace ? The 
ſame will as certainly preſerve us from the eter- 
nal burning of Hell-Fire. Laſtiy, Did Daniel, 
by Prayer, eſcape the Fury of the Lions? B 
that, may we alſo eſcape the Clutches of = 
roaring Lion the Devil, who goeth about, ſeek- 
ing whom he may devine 

I have now gone through all thoſe Particulars 
1 propos d to conſider, diſtinctly and in Order; 
as, I/, The Duty of Prayer; 24ly, The Object; 
3dly, The Subject; And, 4 y, The Efficacy 
of it; And ſhall eie all with the following 
Exhortation: 

Seeing then, my Brethren, that Prayer is a 
Duty we all owe to God, as well on Account of 
his infinite Perfections, as by Reaſon of our great 
Imperfections: Seeing we are ſo inſufficient of 
ourſehves to help ourſelves, and ſo wholly depen» 
dent on God's Mercy and Goodneſs, that with- 
out them we myſt be miſerable, at leaſt, cannot 
be happy Seeing, God $a has been gra- 

cioully 
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ciouſly pleas'd to open to us a Way, of ſuch 
friendly Intercourſe and Communication with 
himſelf, and put us into ſo eaſy a Method of ob- 
taining Supplies ot every Thing that is needſul 
for us, and a Deliverance from every Thing that 
may be hurtful to us: Seeing we are ſo well aſ- 
ſur d of the Power and Efficacy of Prayer, and 
confirm'd in this Aſſurance by ſo many remark- 
able Inſtances of it: But above all, ſeeing we 
have a Mediator in Heaven, Chriſt Jeſus, to 
preſent and enforce our imperfect Petitions, an 
High Prieſt that can be touched with the feeling of 

our Tnfirmities *, and whoſe precious Sacrifice of 
himſelf does continually aſcend up before God 
for a ſweet-ſmelling Savour , to procure for us 
Pardon of our Sins, and to tranſact our Peace 
with Heaven: I ſay, having all theſe Advan- 
tages and Encouragements, let us come boldly unto 
the Throne of Grace, that we may obtain Mercy, 
and find Grace to help in Time of Need h. Hav- 
ing, Beloved, no leſs Motives than thoſe of the 
higheſt Obligation, Gratitude, and Intereſt, to 
incite us to the Performance of this Duty ; no 
leſs depending upon it, than both our temporal 
and eternal Happineſs, let us not for/ake the 4ſ 
ſembling of ourſelves together, as the Manner of ſome 
is ||, but be conſtant in Prayer, both Publick and 


* Hebrews iv. 15; t Epheſians v. 2. 
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Private, cleanſing ourſelves from all Filthine(s of the 
Fl:fb and Spirit, perfecting Holineſs in the Fear of 
God *, and ſupplicating him in the Words of 
that excellent Collect of our Church : 


Let thy merciful Ears, O Lord, be open to the 
Prayers of thy bumble Servants ; and that they may 
obtain their Petitions, make them to ask ſuch T hings 
as fhall pleaſe thee, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. | 
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1 Tim. vi. 17, 18, 19. 


Charge them that are rich in this World, that they 
be not hig h- minded, uor truſt in uncertain Riches, 
ut in the living God, who giveth us richly all 

Things to enjoy. 

That they do good, that they be rich in good Works, 

ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate 

Laying up in Store for themſelves a good Foundation 

+ againſt the Time to come, that they may lay bold 

_ on Eternal Life. 


8 38 T. Paul, in this Chapter, lays down 
many Excellent Rules for the Ob- 
; ſervance of Timothy in the Diſcharge 
ö 2 of his Miniſterial Function; and in 
Ne the Text points out to him what 
Dodtrines he ſhould more particularly recom- 
mend to the Practice of his Hearers : Among 
other 
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other important Duties, he ſtrictly enjoyns that 
of Charity, as very neceffary to be prefs'd home 
to them, eſpecially to thoſe whom God had bleſt 
with an Abundance of the good Things of this 
Life : Charge them, ſays he, 1 are rich in this 
World. 

In fome of the preceding Verſes of this Chap- 
ter, the Apoſtle takes Occaſion to diſcountenance 
the Sin of Covetouſnefs, and to ſhew the incon- 
ſiderabte Value of worldly Riches, when plac'd 
in Competition with thoſe more excellent 'Things, 
Righteouſneſs, Godlineſs, Faith, Love, Patience, 
Meekneſs And in the Charge before us, he com- 
mands Timothy to preach up two Duties to the 
Wealthy : Firſt, That of Humility, that they be 
not high-minaed, nor put their Truſt in uncertain 
Riches, but in the living God. Secondly, 'That of 
Charity, that they do good, and that they be rich 
in good Works, &c. employing their Abundance 
to the Relief of their necetfitous Brethren, and in 
doing all the Good they can, both to the Souls 
and Bodies of their Fellow-Creatures. And, Third- 
ly, he ſhews them, That by ſuch an Application 
of their Riches, like wife and good Stewards, to 
_ thoſe good Ends and Purpoſes. for which they 
were defign'd, they may turn them greatly to 
their Advantage, and make them inſtrumental 
in obtaining for them an immortal Inheritance, | 
and. unperiſhable Riches in a better State. 
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Too each of theſe Heads I ſhall ſpeak diſtinctly 

and in Order; taking Occation, by the Way, ta 
apply myſelf particularly to the Conſideration 
of that Branch of Charity whieh we are now met 
to promote and encourage. 

To begin with the Firſt Duty injoin'd by Sts 
Paul in the Text, via. Humility : And it is ob- 
ſervable that the Apoſtle introduces it here with 
great Propriety, both with Regard to the Cir- 
eumftance of Place and Perſon. He mentions 
it firſt, becauſe it is natural for Humility to go 
before a true charitable Diſpoſition, and it is al- 
ſo neceſſary to promote it. Pride is a great 
Enemy to this Chriſtian Virtue, both, as it calls 
off our Attention from the Wants and Diſtreſſes 
of others, or rather fixes it entirely upon our- 
ſelves; and alſo as it choaks up thoſe Seeds of 
Tenderneſs and Compaſſion which Nature has 
implanted in our Breaſts. And the Apoſtle does 
with equal Propriety recommend it to the Rich, 
foraſmuch as they have moſt Need of it, and are 
generally provided with the leaſt Share of it; 
for of all the Devil's Baits and Engines which he 
ſo artfully manages to eſtrange Men from God. 
and their Duty, and to bribe them into his on 
Service and Intereſt, there is none which he 
more ſucceſsfully employs for that Purpoſe, than 
the Snare of Riches. Upon this Account pro- 
bably it was, that our Saviour ſaith, How bard ts 
it for them n truſt in Riches to enter into the 

1 F King- 
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Kingdom of o And St: Paul, in the Chapter 


from whence the Text is taken: They that will 
be rich fall into Temptation and a Snare, and inta 
many fooliſh: and hurtful Lufts, which drown Men 
in Deſtruction and Perdition; for the love: of MO. 
ney. is the Root of all Evil Þ. And Solomon, to the 
ſame Purpoſe, ſaith, he that maketh haſte to be 
rich ſball not be Innocent 9. By all which Ex- 


preſſions is meant the great Difficulty, great al- 


moſt to an Impoſſibility, of maintaining our In- 
tegrity, and keeping within the Bounds of our 


Duty, at the ſame Time that we are intent upon 


Worldly Acquiſitions. 

Thus much for the Propriety obſervable in 
St. Pauls introducing this Duty, with Regard 
to the Circumſtances of Place and Perſon. Come 
we now to lay down ſome Arguments to enforce 
the Practice of it: And here we are ſupplyd 
with two very ſubſtantial Ones from the Text; 
Firſt, From the Uncertainty of Riches, nor traſt 
in uhcertain Riches : Secondly, From the Conſi- 
deration of having receiv'd all that we enjoy 
from the free Bounty of God; but that they truſt 
in the living God, who giveth 4 richly all Things 
to enjoy. The Firſt of theſe denotes the extreme 
Folly of being high-minded,- and priding our- 
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Prov. xxviii. 20, | 


ſelves 


of CHARITY. 35 
ſelves on the Score of our Wealth; the latter 
argues the Ingratitude of ſuch a Conduct. 
T bat Riches are of an uncertain, fugitive Na- 
ture, I need not tell you: How often do they 
make themſelves Wings (as the Wiſe Man elegant- 
ly expreſſes it) and fly away, like as an Eagle 
towards Heaven ? But ſuppoſe them never ſo 
well ſecur'd to us from the Power of Accidents, 
and from the Fraud and Violence of Men, yet 
as Life itſelf is uncertain, we conſequently hold 
them upon the ſame uncertain Tenure ; at beſt, 
it cannot laſt long, and then we muſt infallibly 
part with them. Now to put our Truſt in any 
Thing ſo precarious, not only in its own N ature, 
but alſo on Account of the Uncertainty of our 

ives; does denote a very vain and ſenſeleſs 
Confidence ; and if we will thus pride ourſelves 
in our fancy'd Sufficiency, like the rich, Man in 
the Goſpel, we ſhall render ourſelves juſtly ob- 
noxious to that unexpected Sentence pronounc'd 
againſt him: Thou Fool, this Night ſhall thy Soul 
be requir d of thee ; they whoſe ball thoſe Things be 
which thou haſt provided $ 


But, Secondly, When we reflect, that whatever 
we enjoy is the Gift of God, and the Product of 
his Goodneſs ; that he is the Arbitrator and Lord 
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of our Fortunes, we but Stewards under him, 
and accountable for the Miſemployment of them: 
This Conſideration ſhould teach us to be Modeſt, 


Humble, and Thankful, not to ſacrifice to our 


Net, and burn Ingenſe to our Drag, (in the Phraſe 
of Habakkuk ) as though Providence had no 
Hand in our Proſperity, nor we were at all be- 
holden to it. We may, indeed, if we pleaſe, 
aſcribe all our Succeſs and Qoulence to our own 
Art and Induſtry, our own Skill and Manage- 
ment; and when we have done that, fall down 
70 55 the golden Calf that we have ſet up; but 
this is ſuch monſtrous Ingratitude as will moſt 
aſſuredly provoke God to turn our Bleſſings into 
Curſes, and to make us acknowledge his Power 
under the Juſtice of our Puniſhment, who would 
not adore his Goodneſs in the Multitude of his 
Mercies. We ſhall do well therefore to conſider 
the Fate of Nebuchadnezzar, before the Hand of 
the Lord inflicteth a Judgment on our Preſump- 
tion, as it did upon his, and (by a woful Expe- 
rience of the Truth of it) extort from us the 
£ ame Confeſſion ; that be doeth. according to bis 
Will in tbe __ of Heaven, and among the Inha- 
titauts of the Earth; and thoſe that walk. in Pride 
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I Qſhall add but one more Argument againſt 
High- mindedneſs under affluent Circumſtances, 
which is this; that they are widely W 
for our Happineſs. 

If we will but make a juſt Eſtimate of Thiogs, 
and take off the Mask which vulgar Prejudice 
and popular Opinion has put on the Face of 
Riches, we ſhall find, that the Advantages which 
they yield their Poſſeſſors are trifling and in- 
conſiderable : They cannot ſecure them from the 
common Accidents of Lite, much leſs from-bo- 
dily Infirmities, as Pain and Sickneſs; they do 
not exempt them from moral Obli gations, nor ſet 
them free from the Reſtraints of Religion: Nay, 
is it not ſtrictly true, on the contrary, that as 
they ſtand indebted to Heaven for larger Re- 
ceipts of Favour, ſo their Talent of Duty is pro- 
portionably Increas'd, and that God Almighty 
expects, that their Improvements in Virtue and 
Religion ſhould be equal to the Advantages and 
Opportunities afforded them to practice it ? Let 
us-carry on this Argument a little farther, under 
the View of Compariſon. Look on the King 
and the Beggar as bidding their laſt adicu to the 
World, and ſay, What is the mighty Difterence 
betwixt Majeſty and Meanneſs ? Will Kingdom: 
be accepted as a Ranſom for Life ? Will Crowns 
and Scepters bail the Monarch under the Arreſt 
of Death ? Will Beds of Down, or Canopies of 
tate lull Conſcience to Reſt, or aſſuage the Pangs 
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of the wealthy Sinner ? Follow them to'the dark 
Manſions of the Grave, and ſee them both laid 
low in the Duſt, and from this mortifying Spec 
tacle learn the Vanity of all hunian Greatneſs : 
Which is high, which is low? Which is rich, 
which is poor? Alas! fond Man, all fuch Diſs 
tinction ceaſes in the Grave whither thou goeſt. 
Lend me your Imagination once more, and ſup- 
poſe them both plac'd before the dreadful Tris 
bunal of the Great God: And here, what do we 
think ſhall be the Meaſure of his proceeding in 
their Favour or otherwiſe ? According to their 
former Rank and Condition in this Life ? That: 
cannot be, for we are aſſur d that he accepteth uot 
the Perſons of Princes, nor regardeth the Rich more 
than the Poor; for they all are the Mork of bis 
Hands. What other Rule then may we ſup⸗ 


poſe that he will proceed by, but that which he 


himſelf hath told us? That be: will render to eve 
iy Man according to bis Deeds, whether they be 


| Good or Evil q. The Queſtion then put to us 


will not be, what was the Quality of our Per- 
ſons, but the Quality of our Actions? Not, 
how rich, how powerful, how honourable we 
were ? But, how charitable, how devout, how 
religious ? And the Iſſues of Judgment will be 
for or againſt us according to the Verdict of our 


own Conſciences on. theſe rand Points of En- 


wicht, 
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What has been ſaid, may ſerve to humble the 
pride of ſuch as are apt to ſet too high a Value 
on themſelves on Account of the Gifts of For- 
tune, or any other external Advantages; and to 
teach us both the Reaſonableneſs of that Com- 
mand of the Lord by the Prophet, and the Ob- 
ligations we lie under to obſerve it: Let not 
the wiſe Mun glory in his Wiſdom, neither let the 
mighty Man glory in bis Might ; let not the rich 
Man glory in his Riches ; but let him that glotieth 
glory in this, but be undunſtundoth and knoweth 
me *. 
1 pals on next to conſider the Second. Duty in- 
2 joyn d in thoſe Words of the Text: 7 we they 
do good, that they be rich in good Works, ready to 
diftribute, willing to communicate. The Senſe of 
which. Words is evidently-this ; that they ſeek 
all Opportunities of being helptul and beneficent 
to their poor and needy Brethren, and of grant- 
ing them ſuch Supplies of Relief, according to 
their Abilities, as their Wants, -whether ſpiritual 
or temporal, may call for. Now Charity is a Du- 
ty which derives its Origin from natural Obliga- 
tion, and ſeems impreſs d on the very Conſtitu- 
tion of our Beings: And as it is a Quality pecu- 
lar. to the human Race, it was firſt diſtinguiſh'd 
by the Name of Humanity, and is the ſame Vir- 
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tue, under thoſe higher Improvements it has te- 
ceiv d from our Religion, which we call Charity: 
I fay, this Duty owes its Original to natural Ob- 
ligation; and that it does ſo wal appear yOu 
theſe two Accounts. 

Firſt, From the mutual Need we have of one 
another's Aſſiſtance. It is certain, that there are 
none of God's Creatures born into' the World 
under ſuch Terms of Dependence on one another 
as we are: We came naked and detenceleſs 
from the Womb; and the ſlow Progreſs by which 
we advance to any tolerable Degree of Strength 
and Underſtanding, makes it impoſſible for us to 
provide ourſelves with Raiment and Suſtenance 
for a conſiderable 'Term of Years : Whereas all 
other Creatures are provided with a Covering and 
the Means of their Defence without any Care of 
their own, and are taught by natural Inſtinct to 
ſeek their Food, ſome immediately after they 
are brought forth, the Reſt in a very ſhort Time: 
Beſides, when we are grown up, how inſuffici- 
ent are we of ourſelyes fingly, to procure the 
Comforts, the Conveniences, nay, even all the 
Neceſſaries of Life? Add to this, that, if left 
alone, the Beaſts of the Foreſt would bi more 
than a Match for us; Nay, we ſhould be under 
continual Apprehenſions of Danger from one ano- 
ther: Thus cheerleſs and forlorn would our 
Condition be if left to ourſelves, and not knit to- 
| gether by the Bonds of Society and friendly Of- 
fices, 
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fices, as if on Purpoſe to teach us, that we were 
not born for ourſelves alone, but alſo for the 
Good of each other; and that we do moſt effec= 
tually advance our own private Happineſs, by 
contributing out beſt Endeavouts to promote that 
of the Publick. 

But, Secondly, Charity or Beneficence does far- 
ther appear to be a Duty of natural Obligation, 
from thoſe Impreſſions of Tenderneſs and Com- 
paſſion which we feel in ourſelves, upon behold- 
ing the Miſeries and Diſtreſſes of our Fellow= 
Creatures: For, as there are no Misfortunes in 
Life that we are not ſubject to as well as others, 
and which might not have chanc'd to be our Lot 
as well as theirs, it is natural for us to make their 
Caſe, in ſome Meaſure, our own, and to com- 
miſcrate thoſe unhappy Gt ee of our Bre- 
thren, which the ſame common Nature, whereof 
we all partake, has not exempted any of us from; 
at leaſt, I am ſure it is ſo with every Perſon that 
has any Spark of Generoſity or good Nature left 
in him; and as for thoſe who have ſo far de- 
generated into Brutality as to diveſt themſelves 
of theſe Sentiments of” Pity, they muſt have ta- 
ken cruel Pains to efface the Image of God in 
their Souls, and I cannot help pronouncing of 
ſuch, that they are no better than Monfters in 
human Shape; they have harden'd their Hearts 
like the neither Mill-Stone, and are worſe than 
the unjuſt Judge in the Goſpel, who neither _ | 
01 + LINE. 7 


planted i in our Breaſts theſe tender Uncaſineſſes, 
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ed God, nor regarded Man * ; for he was prevail d 
upon at length, by the Importunity of the poor 
Widow, to ayenge her Cauſe ; but they are deaf 
to the moſt preſſing « Sollicitations of natural Diſ- 
treſs, and have ſteel d their Hearts in Unchari- 
tableneſs. 

If then it is thus natural to the Mind of Man, 
unbiaſs d by any Prejudice of Education, and 
untainted by an utter Depravation of Morals, to 
have a ſympathetick F celing of the Miſeries of 
others ; how ſhall we account for theſe inward. 
Workings, this yearning of our Bowels towards, 
our Fellow-Creatures under Circumſtances of 
Diſtreſs, but from hence? That Nature has im- 


theſe gentle Throws of Compaſſion, on purpoſe, 
to engage us to adminiſter to their Neceſlities. 
ſuch Relief as we are able, and. that as we weep. 
with thoſe that WEEP, ſo, by making their 
Hearts glad, We, may rejoyce with them that 
rejoyce. 

But farther; our Obligation to this Duty of 
Charity does ſtill more ſtrongly appear from the 


Three following Conſiderations. 


I. From the Diſpenſations of Providence; ; 
II. From the Expreſs Command of God; 


— 
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1 U. from the Authority aud Exam ple of our 
Bleſſed Saviour. 


; And, Firſt, From the Diſpenſations of God's 
Providence, by which, I mean, that unequal Diſ- 
tribution which he has made of the good Things 
of this Life, dividing to every Man ſeverally as he 
will, to ſome a very large Share, to others a ve- 
ry ſcanty one ; Nay, ſome there are that ſeem' 
almoſt to have been forgot by Providence in the 
Diſtribution of its Favours, as being left deſti- 
tute of the very Means of living. This ſeem- 
ing Partiality in God's Dealings has been thought 
ſo unaccountable by ſome careleſs Obſervers, as 
to have been improy'd into an Objection againſt 
his Providential Care of us; though it would be 
very eaſy to ſhew, that both God's Wiſdom, and 
Goodneſs are hereby manifeſtly diſplay d; ſee- 
ing this very Circumſtance of the unequal Divi- 
ſion of Things in this Life does yield us one of 
the ſtrongeſt natural Arguments for the Certain- 
ty of a future State, when all theſe Incqualitics 
ſhall be adjuſted and made even: It is alſo the 
very Baſis of Society and Government, Which 
could not ſubſiſt without ſuch a Subordination of 
Ranks and Claſſes in Mankind; and it alſo af- 
fords Men an Opportunity for "the Exerciſe of 
various Virtues, which ſuit ſome with one Con- 
dition of Life, and ſome with another; to the 
Poor it affords a 'Tryal of their Patience and 
G 2 R 
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Reſignation to God's Providence ; to the Rich, 
the Means of practicing Humility, Moderation, and 
Charity : But the Inference I would draw from the 
Conſideration before us, is this: That as God Al- 
mighty has made a ſufficient Proviſion for all his 
Creatures, and not made it neceſſary that any 
one ſhould periſh z and as we are all equally his 
Children, and alike dear to him, if not otherwiſe 
through our own Fault; it was certainly the 
Deſign of his Providence, in the unequal Diſ- 
tribution of its Favours, that the Superfluities of 
the Rich ſhould go to relieve the Neceſſities of 
the Indigent, and that the Abundance of the one 
ſhould ſerve as a Supplement to the Wants of 
the other. 


II. But, Secondly, the Duty of Charity derives 
a ſtill ſtronger Obligation from the expreſs Com- 
mand of God, in his revealed Word, to which 
Purpoſe thate is ſuch a vaſt Variety of Texts, 
thatT am almoſt at a Loſs which to make Hole 
of. I ſhall content myſelf under this Head with 
inſtancing in the following few out of the Old 
Feſtament. In Leviticus God commands thus: 
When ye reap the Harveſt of your Land, thou ſbalt 
not wholly reap the Corners of thy Field, neither | 
ſhalt thou gather the Gleanings of thy Hare ft; and 
un run not 3 thy 4 a thou ſoalt leave 

er 
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them for the Poor and the Stranger; and elſe- 
where; if thy Brother be waxen poor, and fallen 
into decay, then thou ſhalt relieve him; yea, tho he 
be a Stranger, or a Sojourner . So likewiſe in the 
25th Chapter of Deuteronomy ; If there be among 
you 'a poor Man, of one of thy Brethren within any 
thy Gates, thou ſbalt not harden thy Heart, nor 

ſhut thine Hand againſt thy poor Brother, bu thou 
ſhalt open thine Hand wide unto him; thou ſbalt 
ſurely give him, and thine Heart ſhall not be grieved 
when thou giveſt unto him 9. Nay, God Almighty 
does in many Places declare to the Jes, that 
he preferred Mercy and Charity to the Poor be- 
fore any poſitive Duties of their Religion, tho 
commanded by himſelf, and that without the 
former, neither their Faſts nor Sacrifices would 
find Acceptance in his Sight. Is not this the 
Faſt that I have choſen ? ſays he, by the Pro- 
phet I/aiah, Is it not to deal thy Bread to the Huu- 
gry, and that thou bring the Poor which are caſt 
out, to thy Houſe ; when thou ſeeſt the Naked that 
thou cover him; and that thou hide no thyſelf fron 
thine own Fleſh || ? And to the ſame Purpoſe, 
by the Prophet Hoſea; I deſired Mercy and not 
Sacrifice + Let theſe Quotations ſuffice to ſhew, 
that Charity is a Duty expreſly commanded by 
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God himſelf, and conſequently does challenge 
our Obſervance under no leſs Penalty than that 
of incurring the Fierceneſs ob his Anger, which 
will be ſeverely executed on the Diſobedient. 


The Third, and laſt Argument. with which 1 
pos'd to enforce our Obligation to this Duty, 
was, The Authority and Example of our Bleſſed 
Saviour : And here,. that I may not' be tedious, 
by dwelling upon a Number of Proofs taken out 
of the Goſpels, which will of themſelves oceur 


to your Memory on this Subject, I ſhall content 


myſelſ with obſerving to you, that as Charity 
has receiv'd very great Improvements from our 
Saviour, both as to the Extent and Degree of it, 
ſo has he in many Places made it the chief Badge 
and Characteriſtick of his Religion; and has flr- 
ther given us to underſtand; that the chief En- 
quiry inſiſted on at the laſt Day will be, how'we 
have acquitted ourſclves in this Particular; as in 
that very memorable. Saying: I was an bungred- 
and. ye gave me Meat, thirſty and ye gave me Drink 
a Stranger aud ye took me in, naked and ye cloatb- 
ed me, and ſo on: The Story of the Widow: 


and her two Mites ꝙ: The Parable of Dives and 
Lazarus q; and that of the good Samaritan |, 


are ſo many uſeſul Leſſons on Charity, and de- 
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fign'd for our Inftruftion and Imitation: But 
this Duty is ſtill more beautifully and emphati- 
cally recommended to us in the Example of the 
Bleſſed Feſus, whoſe Character it was, that he 
went about doing Good. Tt was the conſtant Bu- 
ſineſs and Employment of his Life to feek out 
all Occaſions of being helpful both to the Souls 
and Bodies of Men: To heal the Sick and Infirm, 
to inftru& the Ignorant, to convince the Unbe- 
lieving, to confirm the Doubtful, and to raife the 
dejected and drooping Spirit; this he look'd 
upon as no leſs neceſſary to his Office and Cha- 
racter, than his ordinary Food was to the ſuſ- 
| taining of his natural Life ; and therefore he cal- 
led it the Meat which he had to eat f. And we 
are told, that among the many wiſe and gracious 
Ends of our Saviour's unwearied Diligence in 
and Application to the great Buſineſs of Charity 
and Beneficence, this was one, that he might 
leave us an Example that we ſhould follow bis Steps, 
as he himſelf told his Diſciples: I Have given yon 
an Example that ye ſhould do as I have done (. 
We cannot, indeed, imitate this heavenly Pattern 
in the Manner of our Charity ; we cannot heal 
confirm'd” Difeaſes with a Word ſpeaking, or 
feed a Thoufand' with a Handful' of Bread: 

Such miraculous Relief could only be adminſter'd 
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by him ho was the Lord of Life, and to whom 


more than all the Powers of Nature were ſubſer- 
vient: But thus much we can do, and more is 
not requir'd of us, we can be kind and helpful 
to our Fellow-Creatures in Proportion to the 
Abilities and Opportunities that are afforded us; 
and we can employ natural Means for their Pre- 
ſervation, Information, or Relief; we may in- 
ſtruct the Ignorant by our Counſel. and Advice; 
we may Comfort the Sick by a charitable Viſit, 


or a ſeaſonable Supply of Medicines; we may 


ſave a whole Family from Ruin, and an honeſt 
Tradeſman from a Gaol, by lending a Sum of 
Money till expected Succours come in, and they 
have Time to recover themſelyes : The Aged 
and infirm Poor, the unfortunate Perſon that is 
reducd by unavoidable Diſtreſſes, the willing 
Hand that wants Employment and an Opportu- 


nity of being Induſtrious, and the promiſing 


Youth ſtruggling under Difficulties juſt in his 
Entrance into the World: Theſe and many 
others are deſerved Objects of our Compaſſion, 
and demand our Aſſiſtance: But there is ſtill one 
other Occaſion of Exerciſing your Charity, which 
J. muſt more largely inſiſt on, and which ought 
to engage your particular Attention at this Time. 


I need not tell you, that I mean that of ſupport- 


ing a Fund for the cloathing and educating poor 
Children, of taking under your Protection help- 
os gh as or ſuch as may not improperty” be 


termed 
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- tetmed fo with Regard to any Succour or Bene 
fit of Education they are to expect from their 
poor Parents ; of bringing them up in the Fear 
and Nnowledge of God; and of putting them 
in a Way of getting a Livelyhood by their own 
honeſt Labour. And this is'a Charity, in no 
reſpeR inferior to any of the fore mention d, and, 
upon many Accounts, of a far more excellent 
Nature, as will appear from conſidering, 


n Firft, The Objects of this Charity - 
Secondly, The beneficial Effects of it; and, 


Ther aly, The Evils which it has a natural 
Tendency to prevent. SY 


And, Fit, The Objects of it are of all others 
the deſt intitled to our Charity, both on Account: 
ol their Innocence, and their Wants. There is 
not, perhaps, any Thing ſo apt to freeze the 
Current of Charity, as thoſe numberleſs Frauds 
and Impoſitions that are daily practic d in order 
to extort it from us, and which make even the 
beſt diſpos d People cautious how they beſtow 


their Alms: But theſe poor harmleſs Children 
are free from the very Suſpicion of any ſuch De- 
ſign, it is not Pretence but Reality, not an art- 
ful Story but Innocence and actual Diſtreſs that 
Pleads. for them, and demands our Help: Be- 

| b H fides, 
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ſides, were we never ſo ſure, that the Wants and 
Neceſſitĩes of others were real and unfeigned, 
yet we cannot be certain, that the Perſons lying 
under them did not bring them upon themſelves; 
their on Vices or Follies, their Imprudence or 
Miſconduct might have a great Share in their 
Misfortunes; and though Charity always hopeth 
the beſt, where there is no manifeſt Proof of the 
contrary, yet it muſt be allow'd, that none have 

ſo indubitable a Right to our compaſſionate Re- 
lief as thoſe who were in a Manner born Objects 


of it, and who, we are ſure, became ſuch, not 


through their own Fault, but by the Providence 
of God. Again, as their Wants are real, ſo are 
they the greateſt that can be; ſor they are not 
only unprovided with the Means of procuring 
for t hemſelves a temporal Subſiſtence, but alſo 
deſtitute of that one Thing moſt eſſentially need- 
ful, viz. Saving Knowledge. Now Knowledge 
is ſo neceſſary to a Chriftian, that without it no 
Act of Religion can be available to any Purpoſe 
of Salvation, and our loudeſt Prayers will be but 
as ſounding Braſs or a tinkling Cymbal; without 
Knowledge there can be no Spirit or Life in our 
Devotions, no warrantable Zeal for the Honour 
of God and his holy Worſhip. All Faith muſt 
be firſt grounded in ſome Knowledge of thoſe 
Things which are the Objects of i it, for without 
knowing any Thing of Chriſt, it is impoſſible 
that we ſhould believe i n him; ; without knowing 

what 
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what he has done and ſuffer'd for our Sakes, we 
cannot have any true Love and Affection for him; 
and, in a Word, without firſt underſtanding what 
the Will of our Lord is, it cannot be ſuppos d 
that we ſhould practice it. Now what Want 
can be compar'd to that of being debarr'd the 

Knowledge of our chiefeſt Good and Happineſs, 
and the Means of Working out our own Salva 
tion? Better, far better had it been for theſe 
little ones never to have been born, than to be 

born to an unavoidable Ignorance of their God 

and Saviour, and their Duty to him; And far 

better would it have been for us likewiſe never 
to have been born, than to with-hold from them 
that Inſtruction which is alone capable of mak 
ing them wiſe unto Salvation, and of building 
them up in our holy Faith.and Religion. Thus 
then you ſee, that your Charity to theſe poor 
Children is the greateſt that can be; it is being 

Charitable to their Souls as well as Bodies, and 
Providing both for their temporal Maintenance 
here, and their eternal Happineſs hereaſter. 


But, Secondly, This Charity is more excellent 
than any other in the beneficial Effects of it, 
whether we conſider it with regard to temporal 
or ſpiritual Good: As to the firſt of theſe, it 
has the moſt extenſive Influence that can be, for 
it is doing good to the whole Community; it is' 
_ rearing up ſo many uſeful Members to the Sucie- 
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ty -whereunto we belong; employing ſo many 
Hands, which would otherwiſe be rather a Bur» 
den than Advantage to the Publick, in benefici- 
al Trades and Occupations, and thereby giving 
a: more flouriſhing Circulation to Traffick, aud 
increaſing the Opulence of the Nation, which 
is allow d by all to be. beſt promoted by an in- 
duſtrious Poor; a remarkable Inſtance of Which 
we have in a neighbouring State, which, though. 
{mall in Extent, and under great Diſadvantages 
of Situation, and from the ſmalleſt Beginnings, 
is, by the meer, Dint of Labour, and an induſ- 
trious Application to Buſineſs in all its Members, 
become one of the wealthyeſt Nations in the 
World. 
Again; ; the bringing up of poor Children, 
and putting them in a Way of ſubſiſting them- 
felves by their own Endeavours, does afford 
Matter of great Good to the Publick, as it of- 
tentimes puts it in their Power to be helpful to 
others in their Turn, and induces them, from 
a Senſe of Gratitude, to adminiſter the ſame Re- 
liet to others which they, in like Circumſtances, 
receivd themiclves ; working with their Hands 
the Thing which is Good, that they may have to 
give to him that needeth + But it does more eſpe- 
cially conduce to the good of Society, as it en- 
ables them to provide for their own Children and 
Families, when they come to have them, and by - 
that Means leiſen the Number of Poor, caſe the 
Pub- 
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- Publick of a heavy Tax, and puts it in their 
Power to tranſmit down Bread to their Poſterity 
upon leſſer Terms of | Dependence than they 
themſelves firſt receiv d it. So that your Chari- 
ty convey d in this Channel diffuſes itſelf over 
future Generations, and Ages yet for to come 
will be water'd with the Dew of your Bleſſing. 

But neither has this Charity a leſſer Claim to 
e over any other, if we conſider the 
beneficial Effects of it with regard to ſpiritual 
Concerns; for the genuine Fruits of this Inſti- 
tution are nothing leſs than the Propagation of 
Chriſtianity, the enlarging the Borders of our 
Sion, and ſaving many Souls by bringing them 
within the Pale of our Church. We read in 
Deuteronomy , that Moſes, purſuant to the Com- 
miſſion he had reciey'd from God, not only com- 
manded the People of Iſrael to obſerve them- 
ſelves all the Statutes and Ordinances which God 
had given them, but alſo, that they ſhould teach 
their Children the ſame - And ſure the ſame Pre- 
cept does more forcibly bind under the Goſpel, 
by how much the Religion of Chrift is more ex- 
cellent than the Mai Inſtitution. There is 
not any Work more Noble and Generous ;' more. 
ſuitable to the Dignity of our Nature, more wor- 
thy the Care of every good Man, more benefi- 


| v Deuteronomy iv. 9, IO» 
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cial to Society, or mere pleaſing to the Deity, 
than that of advancing the Knowledge of God 
and his true Religion in the World; and there- 
fore we cannot beſtow ſuſficient Praiſes on that 
pious Undertaking which has been ſet on foot, 
and carried on of late Vears, for raiſing a Fund 
for the Propagation of Chriſtian Knowledge in 
Foreign Parts; but then, ought we not to be 
as Lealous to promote the fame good Deſign 
at home? Shall we be more ſollicitous for the 
Souls of Heathens than for the Souls of thoſe 
that are of our own Houſehold? Shall we take 
the Bread of Life, and give it to Aliens and 
Foreigners, and deny our own Children the leaſt 
Crumbs of ſpiritual Food ? Shall we take great 
Pains to compaſs Sca and Land to make Proſe- 
lytes abroad, and let thoſe which are at our own 
Doors and Witch out bw Gates periſh 'for lack 
of Knowledge? This is acting with great In- 
conſiſtency, and ſubverting the Order of Chari- 
ty, which ought to begin at Home. Let us not 
then ſo buſy ourſelves about many Things, as to 
neglect the one I hing primarily needtul, nor 
be more intent on making Heathens Chri tans 
abroad, than on preventing Chriſtians from turn- 
ing Heathens at home : "The latter does at leaſt 
deſerve an equal Share ot our Labour and Chari- 
ty, and a Neglect herein, will, in a great Mea- 
ſure, defeat the Succeſs of our moſt diligent 


Endeavours aſter the former, foraſmuch as we 


cannot 


cannot reaſonably hope to gain any great Num- 
ber of Converts among other Nations, whilft 
they ſee ſo little either of Chriſtian Faith or 
Practice among many of our on: Let it then 
be our principal Concern to encourage and pro- 
mote Religion at home, and to train up thoſe 
that are already initiated into it by Baptiſm, in 
à perſevering Courſe of Picty, that when they 
are old they may not depart from it:. Vouth is 
the Seed Time of Knowledge, and we muſt ſow 
Inſtruction in their tender Years, if we look for 
any Harveſt from them afterwards : - We muſt 
plant them young i» the Houſe of the Lord, and 
then we may confidently hope, that dew they 
are grown up, they will a, in the Rents: f 
be _ of our God Fe 


' 


But, 'T tirdly, another great Recommendation 
nk this Charity, and which gives it the Prefe- 
rence to any other, is, the many Evils which it 
has a natural Tendency to prevent. What think 
we would be the Conſequence of theſe poor 
Children being left to the wide World, free 
from all Reſtraints of a religious and virtuous 
Education; ſurrounded with Dangers they were 
not appriz d of, and therefore mare dangerous; 
ed, by. eee [Temptations, though, un- 
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56 The Duty and Reward 
-provided with the Means of withſtanding 


5 
invited by all che Allurements of finful Pleaſures, 


and prompted to them by the Inſtigat ions and 
Pr of a corrupt Nature? Under ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances of Diſad vantage, what but a miraculous 
Interpofition of the divine Protection could keep 


them from becoming a Prey to Satan, and from 


being lead captive by him at his Miu? Ho ei- 
bly is the unwary Youth ſeduc'd: by evil Com- 
pany, Who make it their firſt Buſineſs to lay 
Siege to his Innocence and Modeſty? He is then, 

by gradual Advances in Sin, lead on to the 
Commiſſion of greater Crimes, till at length the 
Principle of Shame becomes extinct, and Vice 


into a harden'd Sinner, and perpetrates the moſt 
daring Enormities without the leaſt Remorſe; and 
to compleat all, he turns Agent to Satan to factor 
Souls for Hell, abc to train up others to be Chil- 
dren of Datkneſs like himſelf, and confederates 
with him in Wickedneſs. Now whence but from 
theſe curſed Schools of Iniquity, theſe diabolical 
Aſſociations, come Theſts, Robberies, -Rapes, 
Murders, and all ' thoſe crying Abommeti ons 
Which infeſt our Streets and Roads; and which 
cauſe ſo many unhappy Wretches to croud our 
Jayls and foad” our Gibbets? And what Way fo 


ellectual to prevent all theſe Miſchieſs as the 


ſupporting Charity Schools for the Education 
«od Employment of poor Children? Here they 
VM | imbibe 


\ 


of CuanitTt 57 
imbibe * Notions of their Duty to God and 
their Neighbour ; here they are taught both the 
Deformity and Danger of Sin, are made to fre- 
quent the publick Service of the Church, and 
to hear the Word of God explain d to them. 
This is laying a good Foundation whereon to 
build them up in the Faith of Chrift, this is pro- 
viding them with à Store of ſpiritual Armour 
and Ammunition, where with they may be able to 
wich ſtand all the malicious Attempts of the great 
Enemy of their Souls, who goeth about ſeeking 
whom be may Aevour - And, which is none of the 
leaſt Benefits of this Inſtitution, they are here 
train'd up to Diligence, being employ-d at pro- 
per Times in ſuch uſeful Labour as is ſuitable 
to their Years, or in performing ſuch Exerciſes 
as the particular Diſcipline of the School requires; 
which, by the Way, is a very great Advantage 
to the Children, not only as it inures them to 
Labour, and fits them for Buſineſs, but as it 
ferves to keep their Minds employ d, engages 
their Attention, and thereby prevents many evil 
Thoughts and Communications which they would 
naturally give into if left in a State of Inactivity; 
for Idleneſs is the Bane and Ruin of Children, 
and if we do not keep them exercis'd in ſome 
uſeful or at leaſt innocent Employment, the De- 
vil will take Advantage of our Neglect, and ſet 
them at Work for us; © for the ſlothful and in- 
* dolent (as a banned Divine of our Church 
ad 6s } very 
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very rightly obſerves * ) © lie in his Way, Ny 


« do, as it were offer themſelves to his Service, 


« and having nothing to do, even EW the 
Devil himſelf to tempt them. 


Thus have I conſider'd, as far as the enges 


of this Diſcourſe will permit, the Nature and 


Excellency of this Charity; and hope, that what 


I have ſaid on this Head, with regard to the Pre- 


ference due to it, is ſtrictly conformable to Truth, 


for I would not willingly exceed that to ſerve 
any Purpoſe, even of Piety and Religion. But 


before J diſmiſs this Point, I will beg your Pa- 


tience to mention but one more Advantage, which 


is almoſt peculiar .to this as a publick Charity, 


viz. that this is, perhaps, of all others the ſafeft 


Way of conveying your Charity, and which, 


you may be ſure, is apply'd to the Purpoſes you 
deſign it: The Truſtees and Managers of it are 


generally of the Number of your own Friends 


and Acquaintance, Men of Worth and Subſtance, 
who are above making any little Advantage of 
it, nay, who are equal Contributors to it with 
yourſelves, and are ready, when call'd upon, to 
produce their Accompts and Disburſements, and 


to ſatisfy you in every Particular relating to the 


State of it. And this ought to be no ſmall Sa- 


tisfaction to you, to have the whole Trouble 


Pr. Tillotſon, on the Education of Children. 
| taken 


| of Cu a RIT x. 59. 


taken off from yourſelves, and to ſee your Con- 
tributions apply d in the very fame Way you in- 
' tended they ſhould. Which naturally leads me 
to remark the amazing Folly of thoſe Perſons 
who/defer the Work of Charity till the Time 
of their Death, when they have ſo many fair Op- 
portunities of beſtowing it whilſt they are in 
Health; for beſides that this looks more like a 
Defire of commuting for Sins, than a Free-W ill- 
Offering, rather a Thing extorted than given, 
they run the Hazard of a Miſapplication, and 
withal debar themſelves. the great Pleaſure of 
ſeeing the Fruits and good Effects of their Cha- 
rity. 
Aſter what has been ſaid on the Duty of Cha- 
rity in general, and on this Branch of it in par- 
ticular, it may ſeem needleſs to uſe many more 
Arguments in order to Excite in you a liberal 
Diſpoſition towards theſe poor Children; and, 
indeed, I could almoſt prevail with myſelf to 
break off here, and to leave it to them to finiſh 
what I have begun, and plead the Remainder 
of their own Cauſe tor themſelves, in the filent 
Eloquence of their own Diſtreſs. Look at them, 
und tell me, if the very Sight of theſe poor Inno- 
cents, who now ſupplicate your Charity, and beg 
of you, for God and Chriſt's Sake, not to let them 
periſh both here and hercafter, does not raiſe in 
your Breaſts more ſenſible Emotions of Tender- 
peſs and Compaſſion than all that I have been 
I 2 aging? ? 
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ſaying ? But if there be any one among you fi, 
devoid of Bowels as not to be touch'd with ſq. 
moving a Spectacle, let us pray to God ſor ſuch 
a one, That he wi take away the flony Heart 
out of his Fleſh, and will g bim @ Heart of 
Fleſh. 

But I haſten briefly to Jay before you two or 
three farther Motives to the Practice of this Du- 
ty, drawn from ſuch Conſiderations as are almoſt 
univerſally allow d to have the greateſt Influence 
and Sway over us in our temporal Purſuits. The 


ſtrongeſt Arguments drawn from Duty and Ob- 


ligation do oftentunes prove ineffectual to excite 
our Obedience; and even Virtue itſelf never 
comes ſo well recommended to us, as when it 


carries ſomething of temporal Reward with it *, 


either ' by gratifying our Thirſt after Honour, 
adminiftring to our Pleaſure, or promoting our 
Intereſt. Now if it be made appear, that Cha- 
rity can do all this, I believe, you will readily 
allow me, that it is the moſt deſirable Thing in 
the World, and- ought to be made our chiefeſt 
Aim. 

Firſt, then, let us ſee how Charity a 


| to Honour: And this it does ina very diſtinguiſh- 


ing Manner, by conciliating to us the Favour 


* 


— 


— 


* =o 


Quis enim Virtutem ampli bm ROBES 
Pramia ſi tollas ? a | Fav, Sat. X. | 
and 


* 


and F endibip of God, wh bath declar'd, in 
many Places of the Old "Teſtament, the great 
Pleaſure he taketh in the merciful Man, In the 
58th, Chapter of 1/aiab, after having told the 
Jetus, that he preferr d Mercy to the Poor be- 
fore Sacrifice; and after having enumerated ſome 
of thoſe particular Acts of Charity in which he 
moſt delighted, he ſpeaks to them in the ſingular 
Number, thus; Then, i. e. if thou wilt be cha- 
ritable in ſuch Reſpedts as I have mention d, 

then ſball thy Light break forth as the Morning, 
and thine Health ſhall ſpring forth ſpeedily ; thy 
Righteouſneſs ſhall go before thee; and the Glory of 
the Lord ſball be thy Reward *. Solomon ſtyles 
Charity to the Poor, honouring the Lord with our 
Subſtance And the Lord himſelf hath told us, 

that, thew that honour him he will honour g. Y: 
are my Friends, ſays our Bleſſed Saviour, if ye do 
_ whatſoever I command you || ; and as he has com- 
manded us to practice Charity more frequently 
than any other Virtue, it does undoubtedly quali- 
fy us for that moſt honourable Appellation. Nay, 
he has gone ſo far as to ſtyle the charitable Man 
his Benefactor; inaſmuch as ye bave done it, Viz. 
your Charity, auto one the leaft of theſe, my Bre- 
thren, ye have done it unto me f. If to bear a high 
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62 The Duty and Reward 
Office or Commiſſion under a Prince be deem'd 
honourable by the Sons of Men; how much 
greater Honour is it to bear the ſame under the 
great King of Kings? Now the charitable Man 
doth this, for he is Almoner to the moſt High 
God: Nay, I will venture to go much farther, 
and I have no leſs than Divine Authority for it 
he is Creditor to the Almighty : For he that hath 
Pity on the Poor lendeth unto the Lord *. 

But, Secondly, Charity does adminiſter to 
our Pleaſure, by which, I mean, rational Plea- 
ſure, and inward Satisfaction of Mind, which 
is the greateſt of all Pleaſures. God Almighty 
has, of his Goodneſs, ſo fram'd our Nature, and 
adapted it to that of our Duty, that the Prac- 
tice of the latter does moſt effectually promote 
the Happineſs of the former : All moral Duties, 
as well as Chriſtian, when they become habitual, 
are attended with great Pleaſure and Peace of 
Mind, but none with greater than that of Cha- 
rity, and Beneficence, for this is to imitate God 
m one of his greateſt and moſt amiable Perfec- 
tions, viz. his Goodneſs in communicating Hap- 
pineſs to others. What Pleaſure can compare 
with that of making glad the Hearts of our needy 
and afflicted Brethren, and to think, that the 


' Mouths you have fed are daily invoking God to 
ſhower down his Bleſſings on the Heads of you 
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their kind Bene factors? What Pleaſure will it 

be, when you go to lie down in your Beds, to 

3 your Thoughts on this or that generous Ac- 

tion you have done, and with Cornelius to ſeud 

up your Alms with your Prayers to the Throne 
of Grace, to plead for Pardon for your Sins ? 
What a ſecret Complacency will ariſe in your 
Breaſts on this Occaſion ? How will the Re- 
membrance of your good Deeds refreſh your 

Minds, add Sweetneſs to your Slumbers, and 

make your Bed a Bed of Reſt indeed? But why 

need I point out to you the Pleaſure of doing 

Good, a Pleaſure which, I hope, you are all ac- 

quainted with, and which you can better feel 

than I deſcribe: but if any of you have not yet 
felt it, let me deſire of you to make the Expe- 

88 it will not coſt you much, and you have 

now an Opportunity before you; I will be bold 

to aſſure you, that you will never repent your 

Bargain, but find it the cheapeſt Purchaſe that 

ever you made in your Lives. 

But if neither the Conſideration of Raben 
nor of Pleaſure will tempt you to be charitable, 
however, let that of Intereſt prevail with you to 
be ſo: And this was the third and laſt Motive 

I épropos' d to make Uſe of for that Purpoſe. 
Would Time permit, I believe I could prove to 

you, that the ſupporting of Charity Schools is 

ſo far from being a conſtant Charge upon you, 
that it will in the End ſave you Money, for Ex- 
ample; 
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aniple ;* The Poor of every Nation muſt be ſup- 
Ported, either by voluntary Contributions, or by 
Rates and Aſſeſſinents: Now it is certain, that 
the longer Time any Poor be leſt unemploy'd 
und unſupported, the greater will the Inereaſe of 
Poer be in Propertion, and conſequently the 
Heavier muſt the Tax be for their Maintenance; 
whereas by rn an early Proviſion for theſe 
poor Children, ringing them up to Labour, 


and putting rc out to uſeful Trades, you pre- 


vetit, in à great Meafure, the Increaſe of Poor 
from them, and thereby ſave yourſelveꝭ the Ex- 
veſs of that after Charge which muſt otherwife 
neceſſarily fall upon you: Beſides, as I obſerv'd 


before, che Riches of any Nation are greatly 


increas'd by the induſtrious Poor of it: Now the 
Riches of a Nation are manifeftly the Riches of 
the feveral Individuals of that Nation, as they 
jointly conſtitute the Whole of it; and therefore 
it follows, by fair Inference, that you will be the 
richer for training up the Children of the Poor 
to Induſtry ; the Fruits of their Labour will 
abundantly compenſate for the Charge of their 
Education; and your own Money will, through 
a thouſand imperceptible Channels, return to you 


again with double Ufury. So that, upon the 
Whole, Self Intereſt leads you to lend Relief 
to theſe poor Children; and I need not deſire 
you to be charitable to them for their Sakes, or 
for God's Sake, for it is for your on Sakes, at 

; * | for 


y 1 
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for your own Advantage. But what i is, at leaſt 

ought to be, a ſtill more forcible Inducement to 
your Charity, it is for the Intereſt of your pre- 
cious arid immortal Souls; it is, as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks in the Text, laying 6d in Store a good Foun- 
dation againſt the Time to come, thas you may lay 
hold on eternal Life. And a greater than St. Paul 
has affur'd us, that, bleſſed are the Merciful, for 
they ſhall obtain Mercy *. And here I cannot but 
remark, how caſy a Condition of Salvation this 
is, which only requires of us to do that which 
our Nature and common Humanity prompts us. 
to; and which we, in like Circumſtances, ſhould 
defito and expect. Which only demands of us 
that which we do not want, and even that with 
a Promiſe, that we ſhall be repaid more than an 
Equivalent, not only in the next Life, but alſo 
in this. Honour the Lord with thy Subſtance, and 

the firſt Fruits of thine Increaſe ,, ſo ſhall thy Barns 
be filled with Plenty, and thy Preſſes ſball burſt 
out with new Wine . And, indeed; we have 
abundant Reaſon to think, both froth the Scrip=- 
ture, and common Obſcryation, that the chari- 
table Man is more immediately under the Care 
and Protection of the Divine Providence than 
any other, and that his Succeſs in the World, 
whether we conſider him in his Fortune, or in 
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his Family, is generally greater. So that, if we 7 
| believe a God, and his Providence; if Religion 5 
be not al! a Cheat, and Heaven 45 Hell a Fic- * 
tion, and in Wort, if we have any Regard either 5 
to our temporal or eternal Intereſt, we lie under {| 
all poſſible Obligations to this Duty of Charity. 
But. I am afraid I have by this almoſt tir'd 
your Patience, and ſhall therefore conclude with 
a Word of Application: And firſt to you'that are 
rich, and are bleſs'd with an Abundance of the 
good Things of this World; and you are they 
whom the Apoſtle principally points at in the 
Words of the Text, Charge them that are rich, 
ſays he; and, indecd, the Command is ſo very 
reaſonable that I need not tell you, that it is your 
Duty to give largely, for Sparingneſs in you up- : 
on theſe Occaſions is as bad as giving nothing 
in thoſe of more moderate Fortunes. + But why | * 
need I be thus importunate with you? It is no 
great Matter that we ask of you, we do not de- 
tire you ſo to communicate as the Firſt Chriſ- 
tians did, to bring all your Wealth, and to fling 
it into the common Stock oY nor yet, like Za- 
cheus, to give Half of your Goods to the Poor +; 
a ſmall Matter, a very ſmall Matter, in Compa- 
riſon of what you enjoy, will content us; but 
you muſt take Care that it be not too ſmall, tor, 
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if thou haft much, thou muſt give plenteouſly. But 


give you mine, i. e. I will pray to God to forgive 
you ;. tho' I am afraid, there is but little Room 
to expect that he will, after ſo plain a Declarati- 
on as that made by St. 7obn: W hoſo bath this 


World's Good, and ſeeth his Brother have need, 
and ſbutteth up the Bowels of his Compaſſion from 


bim, how dwelleth the Love of God in him * £ As 
it. he had ſaid, he that ſceth his Brother want, 
and will not afford him that Relief which he is 
able to do, does in vain think that he loves God, 
and as vainly hopes that God loves him. 

And as to you who are in more narrow Cir- 


caumſtances, we do not require of you, that you 


„ 


* 


ſhould imitate the poor Widow in the Goſpel, 
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it after all that has been ſaid, I cannot prevail 
with you to give your Charity, L Will however 
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